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device, which they fay arc better for the ftate of the church, 
if they might take place : the farther we examine them, the 
greater caufe we find to conclude, although we continue the 
lame we are, the harm is not great. Ho. her , Dedicat. 

His device is againft Babylon, to deftroy it. Jer. li. 1 1. 
i here are many devices in a man’s heart; neverthelefs, the 
tounfel of the Lord {hall Hand. Prov. xix. 21. 

3‘ 1 he emblem on a fhield ; the enfign armorial of a nation or 
family. 

1 hen change we (liields, and the*r devices bear ; 

Let fraud fupply the want of force in war. Dryden' s JEn. 

Hibernia’s harp, device of her command, 

And parent of her mirth, {hall there be leen. Prior. 

They intend to let the world fee what party they are of, 
by figures and defigns upon thefe fans ; as the knights-errant 
ufed to diftinguifh themfelves by devices on their Ihields. Addif. 

4. Invention ; genius. 

He’s gentle ; never fchooled, and yet learned ; full of noble 
device, of all forts enchantingly beloved. Sbak. As you like it. 

DE'VIL. n.f [biopul, Saxon; diabolus , Latin. It is more 
properly written divel .] 

1. A fallen angel ; the temper and fpiritual enemy of mankind. 

Are you a man ? 

-Ay, and a bold one, that dare look on that 

Which might appal the devil. Shakefpcare s Macbeth. 

2. A wicked man or woman. 

See thyfelf, devil : 

Proper deformity feems not in the fiend 

So horrid as in woman. Shakefpcare' s King Lear. 

3. A ludicrous term for mifehief. 

A war of profit mitigates the evil ; 

But to be tax’d, and beaten, is the devil. Granville . 

4. A kind of expletive, exprefiing wonder or vexation. 

The things, we know, are neither rich nor rare ; 

But wonder how the devil they got there ! Pope , Epif. ii, 

5. A kind of ludicrous negative in an adverbial fenfe. 

The devil was well, the devil a monk was he. A Proverb . 

De'v ilish. adj. [from devil.] 

1. Partaking of the qualities of the devil; diabolical; mif- 
chievous ; malicious; deftrudtive. 

Gynecia took a farther conceit of it, miftrufting greatly 
Cecropia, becaufe file had heard much of the devilifn wicked- 
nefs of her heart. Sidney , b. i. 

For grief thereof, and devilijh defpight, 

From his infernal furnaces forth he threw 

Huge flames, that dimmed all the heaven’s light. 

Enroll’d in dufkifh fmoak and brimftone blue. Fairy J^ueen. 

In hollow cube 

He trains his devilijh engin’ry, impal’d 

On ev’ry fide with ihadowy fquadrons deep. Milton's P. Lojl . 

2. Having communication with the devil. 

The dutchefs, by his fubornation, 

Upon my life began her devilijh practices. Shakef. Henry VI. 

3. An epithet of abhorrence or contempt. 

A devilijh knave ! befides the knave is handfome, young, 
and blyth : all thofe requifites are in him that delight. Sbakefp. 

DeVilishly. adv. [from devilifn] In a manner fuiting the 
devil ; diabolically. 

Thofe trumpeters threatened them with continual alarms of 
damnation, if they did not venture life, fortune, and all, in 
that which wickedly and dcvilijbly thofe impoftors called the 
caufe of God. South's Sermons. 

De'vilkin. n.f [from devil.'] A little devil. Clarijfa. 

Dk'vious. adj. [ devius , Latin.] 

1. Out of the common track. 

Creufa kept behind : by choice we ftray 
Through ev’ry dark and ev’ry devious way. Dryden' s JEn. 

In this minute devious fubjedt I have been neceflitated to 
explain myfelf in more words, than to fome few may feem 
needful. Holder's Elements of Speech . 

2. Wandering ; roving; rambling. 

Every mufe. 

And every blooming pleafure, wait without 

To blefs the wildly devious morning walk. Thcmf. Summer. 

3. Erring ; going aftray from redlitude. 

One devious Hep, at firfl: fetting out, frequently leads a per- 
fon .into a wildernefs of doubt and error. ClarijJ'a . 

To DEVFSE. v. a. [ devifer , French, as of devifare , to look 
about. Skinner. ] 

I. To contrive ; to form by art ; to invent ; to excogitate; to 
Hrike out by thought. 

Wheiher they, at their firfl: coming into the land, or after- 
wards, by trading with other nations which had letters, learned 
them of them, or devijed them among themfelves, is very 
doubtful. Spenfers State of Ireland. 

He could by his {kill draw after him the weight of five 
thoufand bufhels of grain, and devije thofe rare engines which 
{hot fmall Hones at hand, but great ones afar oft. P eacham . 

Ye fons of art, one curious piece devije , 

From whofe conftrudlure motion {hall arife. Blackmore. 

To plan ; to fcheme. 
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Behold I frame evil againft you, and devife a device againft 
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To Device, v. n. To confider ; to contrive; to lav nh,!!’ 
to form fchemes. : 1 ‘ > 

Her merry fit fhe frelhly ’gan to rear. 

And did of joy and jollity devife, 

Herfelf to cherifh and her gueft to chear. Fairy Dueen h " 

But fith now fafe ye feifed have the ftiore, ~ * ,n * 

And well arrived are, high God be bleft, 

Let us devije of eafe and eveilafting reft. Fairy Queen b i 
Since we are fo far entered, let us, I pray you, a little 'devife 
of thofe evils by which that country is held in this wretched 
cafe, that it cannot, as you fay, be recured. Spenjer's Ireland 
Devife but how you’ll ufe him when he comes, and let m 
two devife to bring him thither. Shak. Mer. Wives cf Winclpy 

Devi'se. n.J'. [devife, a will, old French.] 

1. The adt of giving or bequeathing by will. 

This word is properly attributed, in our common law to 
him that bequeaths his goods by his laft will or teftament in 
writing ; and the reafon is, becaufe thofe that now appertain 
only to the devifour, by this act are diftributed into many 

P arts * ... . . Cornel 

T he alienation is made by devije in a laft will only, and the 

third part of thefe profits is there demandable, by fpecial provi- 
fion thereof made in the ftatute. Bacon's Ojf. cf Alienation. 

2 . Contrivance. See Device. 

God hath omitted nothing needful to his purpofe, nor left 
his intention to be accomplifhed by our devifes. Hooker. 

To Device, v. a. [from the noun.] To grant by will. A 
law term. 

Devi's er. n.f [from devife.] A contriver ; an inventer. 1 
Being divided from truth in themfelves, they are yet farther 
removed by advenient deception ; for true it is, if I fay they 
are daily mocked into error by devifers. Browns Vulg. Err ours. 

The authors of ufeful inventions, the devifers of wholfome 
laws, as were the philofophers of ancient times, were honoured 
as the fathers and prophets of their country. Grew's Cofmol. 

DE / VITABLE. adj. [ devitabilis , Lat.] Poflible to be avoided; 
avoidable. BiSt. 

Devita'tion. n.f. [devitatio, Latin.] The a<ft of cfcapins or 
avoiding. . _ Ditt. 

Devo'id. adj. [wide, French.] 

1. Empty; vacant; void. 

When I awoke, and found her place devoid. 

And nought but prefled grafs where {he had lyen, 

I forrow’d all fo much as earft I joy’d. Fairy JJiieen, b. i. 

2. Without any thing, whether good or evil; free from; in 
want of. 

He flung it from him, and devoid of dread, 

Upon him lightly leaped without heed. Fairy Ajueen, b. ii. 
That the foul and angels are devoid of quantity and dimen- 
fion, hath the fuffrage of themoft; and that they have no- 
thing to do with proper locality, is generally opinioned. Glanv. 

‘ The motion of this chariot will ftiil be eafier as it afeends 
higher, ’till at length it fhall become utterly de old of gravity, 
when the leaft ftrength will be able to beflow upon it a fvvift 
motion. Wilkins s Math. Magic. 

His warlike mind, his foul devoid cf fear, 1 

His high defigning thoughts were figur'd there, > 

As when, by magick, ghofts are made appear. Dryden. ) 

We Tyrians are not fo devoid of fenfe, 

Nor fo remote from Phcebus’ influence. Dryden sVirg./En, 

Devc/ir. n.f [ devoir , French.] 

1. Service. A fenfe now not ufed. 

To reftore again the kingdom of the Mamalukes, he of- 
fered him their utmoft devoir and fervice. Knolles's Hifory, 

2. A£t of civility or cbfequioufnefs. 

Auk ward and fupple, each devoir to pay. 

She flatters her good lady twice a day. Pope . 

To DEVOLVE, v. a. [devolve, Latin.] 

1. To roll down. 

The matter which devolves from the hills down upon the 
lower grounds, does not confiderably raife and augment them. 

Woodward' s Natural Ilifory. 

Through fplendid kingdoms he devolves his maze, 

Now wanders wild through folitary tracts 
Of life-deferted fand. Thomfon's Summer, l 8op. 

2. To move from one hand to another. 

Becaufe they found too much confuflon in fuch a multitude 
of ftatefmen, they devolved their whole authority into tne 
hands of the council of fixty. Addi Jon's Remarks on Italy. 

The whole power, at home and abroad, was devolved upon 
that family. Swift* 

To DkvoYve. v. n. To fall in fucceflion into new hands. 
Suppofing people, by wanting fpiritual blcfiings, did lole al 
their right to temporal, yet that forfeiture muft devolve only to 
the fupreme Lord. Decay oj 1 iety- 

Devolu'tion. n.f. [devolutio, Latm.] 

l. The a£t of rolling down. 

What concerns the raifing of new mountains, deterrationSj 
or the devolution of earth down upon the valleys Ii om t ie 
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hills and high grounds, will fall more properly Under our coft- 
fuleration on another occafion. Woodward' s Natural FI ij lory. 

2. Removal from hand to hand. 

The]urifdidfion exercifed in thofe courts is derived from 
the crown of England, and the. laft devblution is to the king 
by way of appeal. Hale's Common Law of England. 

Devora'tion. n f. [from dev.ro , Latin.] i he abt of de- 
vouring. Did. 

To DEVOTE, v. a. [devoveo devotus, Latin.] 

1. To dedicate; to confecrate ; to appropriate. 

No devoted thing that a man fhall devote unto the Lord, of 
all that he hath, both of man and beaft, and of the field of 
his pofll’flion, {hall be fold or redeemed. Lev. xxvii. 21. 

What black magician conjures up this fiend, 

To Hop devoted charitable deeds ? ShakeJ'p. Richard III. 

While we do admire 
This virtue, and this moral difeipline. 

Let’s be no Hoicks, nor no Hocks, I pray; 

Or fo devote to Ariftotle’s cheeks, 

As Ovid be an outcaft quite abjur’d. Sh. Lam. of the Shrew . 

They, impious, dar’d to prey 
On herds devoted to the god of day. Popes Odyfjey , b. i. 
If perfons of this make jfhould ever devote themfelves to 
fcience, they ftiould be well allured of a folid and ftrongcon- 
ftitution of body. Watts's Improvement of the Mind. 

2 . To addidt ; to give up to ill. 

Aliens were devoted to their rapine and defpight. Dec. of Fiety. 
Having once debauched their fenfes with the pleasures of 
other nations, they devoted themfelves unto all wickednefs. 

Grew's Cojm. Sac. b. iii. c. 3. 
Ah why, Penelope, this caufdefs fear, 

To render fleep’s foft blcfiings infincere l 
Alike devote to furrow’s dire extreme, 

The day refledtion, and the midnight dream. Pope's Odyffcy. 

3. To curfe; to execrate; to doom to deftrudtion. 

Yet not for thy advice, or threats, I fly 
Thofe wicked tents devoted ; left the wrath 
Impendent, raging into Hidden flame, 

Diftinguifh not. Milton's Paradife Lof , b. v.l. 890. 

To deftrudiion facred, and det-ote. 

He with his whole pofterity muft die. Milton' s Par ad. Lof . 

Goddefs cf maids, and confcious of our hearts. 

So keep me from the vengeance of thy darts. 

Which Niobe’s devoted iiTue felt, 

When, hiding through the fkies, the feather’d deaths were 
dealt. Dryden s Fables. 

Let her, like me, of ev’ry joy forlorn. 

Devote the hour when fuch a wretch was born : 

Like me to deferts and to darknefs run. Rowe’s Jane Shore. 
Devo't edness. n.J. [from devote,] The ftate of being devoted 
or dedicated. 

Whatever may fall from my pen to her difad vantage, relates 
to her but as fhe was, or may again be, an obftacle to your 
• devotednefs to fqraphick love. Boyle's Seraphick Love. 

The owning of our obligation unto virtue, may be ftiled 
natural religion; that is to fay, a devotednefs unto God, our 
liege Lord, fo as to act in all things according to his will. 

Grew's Cojinol. Sac. b. iii. c. 3. 
Dkvote'e. n.f. [ clevot , French.] One erroneoufly or fuper- 
ftitioufly religious ; a bigot. 

DEVO 1 ION. n.f. [ devotion , french; devotio , Latin] 

1. The flate of being confecrated or dedicated. 

2. Piety ; acls of religion. 

Mean time her warlike brother on the feas ”) 

His waving dreamers to the winds difplays, C 

And vows for his return, v/ith vain devotion , pays. Dryd. 3 

3. An a£I of external worfhip. 

Religious minds are inflamed with the love of puhlick 
a evoti on. Hooker. 

For as I pa fled by and beheld your devotion , I found an altar 
with this infeription. To the unknown God. Alls xvii. 23. 
In vain doth man the name of juft expect. 

If his devotions he to God neglect. ’ Denham. 

4. Prayer ; expreflion of devotion. 

An aged holy man, 

That day and night faid his devotion , 

No other worldly bufinefs did apply. Fairy Jfueen, b. i. 
Your devotion has its opportunity : we muft pray always, 
but chiefly at certain times. Sprat's Sermons. 

5. The ftate of the mind under a ftrong fenfe of dependance 
upon God. 

Grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Defcends, thither with heart, and voice, and eyes 
Diredted in devotion, to adore 
And worfhip God fupreme, who made him chief 
Of all his works. Mi ton's Paradife Lof, b.v ii, /. 514. 

from the full choir, when loud Hofanna’s rife. 

And fwell the pomp of dreadful facrifice; 

Amid’ that feene, if fome relenting eye 
Glance on the (lone where our cold reliques lie, 

Devotion' s felf {hall (teal a thought from heav’n. 

One human tear fliall drop, and be forgiv’n. Pope. 


Devotion may be confidered either as an exercne of publics 
or private prayers at let times and occaflons, or as a temper 
of the mind, a ftate and difpofition of the heart, which is 
rightly affedted with fuch exereifes. Law on Chrift's Perfection * 

6» An adt of reverence, refpedt, or ceremony. 

Whither away fo fa ft ? 

— No farther than the Tower; and, aslguefs, 

Upon the like devotion as yourfelves, 

To oratulate the gentle princes there. Shakef Richard III. 

7. Strong 0 aftediion ; ardent love; fuch as makes the lover the 
foie property ot the perfon loved. 

Be oppoflte, all planets ot good luck* 

To my proceeding, if> with pine hearts love. 

Immaculate de at ion, holy thoughts, 

I tender not thy beauteous princely daughter. Shak. R. III. 
He had a particular reverence for the perfon of the king, 
and the more extraordinary devotion f r that of the prince, as 
he had had the honour to be trufted with his education. Ciar. 

8. Difpofal ; power; ft^te of dependance on anyone. 

Arundel- eaftie would keep that rich corner of the country 
at his m ijefty’s de otion. C arendon, b. viii* 

Devo tionta . adj- [from d.v:tion.] Pertaining to devotion ; 
annexed to worfhip ; religious. 

Nor are the foberelt of them fo apt f -r that devotional com- 
pliance and jundturc of hearts, which I dehre to bear in holy 
offices, to be performed with me King ( hard » 

The favourable opinion and good word of men comes often 
times at a very eafy rate, by a few demure looks, with fome 
devotional poftures and grimaces. South's Sermons. 

Devo'tionalist. n.f. [frpm de'aotion . ] A man zealous with- 
out knowledge ; fuperftitioufly devout. 

To DEVOU R v a. \devoro, Latin.] 

1. To eat up raven ou fly, as a wild beaft or animal of prey. 

We will fay fome evil beaft hath devo red him Gen. xxxvii* 

We’ve willing dames enough : there cannot be 
That vulture in you to devour fu manv 
As will t > greatnefs dedicate themfelves. 

Finding it fo inclin’d. Shakef care's Macbethi 

So looks the pent up lion o’er the wretch 
That trembles under his devouring paws. Shakef. Henry VI. 

2. To deftroy or confume with rapidity and violence. 

A fire devoureth before them, and behind them a flame 
burneth. Joel ii. 3* 

How dire a tempeft from Mycenae pour'd. 

Our plains, our temples, and our town dev ur'd ; 

It was the wufte of war. Dryden’ s JEn. b. viii* 

Notwithftanding that Socrates lived in the time of this de* 

. vouring peftilence at Athens, he never caught the leaft in- 
fection. Addifon s Spectator , N°. 195* 

3. To fwallow up; to annihilate. 

He feemed in fwiftnefs to devour the way Sbakefpcare * 

Such a pleafure as grows frefher upon enjoyment ; and 
though continually fed upon, yet is never devoured. South . 

Death {talks behind thee, and each flying hour 
Does fome loofe remnant of thy life devour. Dryden . 

Devou'rer. n.J. [from devour.] A confumer; he that d«r- 
vours; he that preys upon. 

Rome is but a wildernefs of tygers : 

Tygers muft prey, and Rome affords no prey 
But me and mine : how happy art thou then, 

From thefe clevourers to be baniihed ? Shak. 'Tit. Andronicus. 
Since thofe leviathans are withdrawn, the lefler devourers 

3 fupply their place : fraud fucceeds to violence. Decay of Piety * 
Store the pond with carp and tench, which do the belt to- 
gether of any filb, all other hth being devcure>s of their 
{pawn. Mortimer s Husbandry . 

DEV OUT. adj. [devotus, Latin.] 

1. Pious; religious; devoted to holy duties. 

We muft be coni rant and devout in the worfhip of our 
God, and ready in all adts of benevolence to our neighbour. 

T-n , • , . , . Rogers, Sermon 13* 

2. Pilled witn pious thoughts. 

I' or this, with foul devout, he thank’d the god; 

And, of fuccels fecure, return’d to his abod ^ Dryd. Fables. 

3. Expreiiive of devotion or piety. 

Anon dry ground appears, and from his ark 
The ancient lire defcends, with all his train- 
'd hen with uplifted hands, and eyes devout. 

Grateful to heav’n. Milton's Paradij'e Lof, b. xi. / 86?, 

Devo utly. adv. [from devout.] Pioufly ; with ardent devo- 
tion ; religioufly. 

Her grace rofe, and with modeft paces 
Came to the altar, where {he kneel’d ; and, faint-like, 

Caft her fair eyes to heav’n, and pray’d devoutly. Sh. HVIII 
One of the wife men of the fociety of Solomon’s houfe’ 
having a while attentively and devoutly viewed and contem- 
plated this pillar and crofs, fell down upon his face. Bacon 

Her twilights were more clear than our mid-day 
She dreamt devoutlier than molt ufe to pray; ' 

Who being here fill’d with grace, yet ftrove to be 
Both where more grace and more capacity 


At once is given. 
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